Introductory Letter
Your first assignment is to write me a letter.  The first step in investing myself in you is to learn a little bit about you.  Please be as honest and open as you can comfortably be.  Good, respectful, and appropriate communication will make our year together more successful.  The letter should not be less than ONE PAGE.  Answer each of the following questions.
1. Describe yourself?

2. What is the most amazing thing you have done?

3. What experiences would you like to have?

4. What do you do when not in school?  Work, hobbies, sports, favorite music clubs etc.

5. What school based activities are you involved in?
6. What do you want to do when you grow up?  (I still ask myself this question)

7. What have you enjoyed/disliked about science in the past?

8. Why are you taking this class?  What do you hope to gain from the experience?

9. What concerns do you have regarding the subject or teacher (me)?

10. What are you going to do to make your life and this world better?

Thank you for your honesty,

Mrs. Francis
August 14, 2015
Dear Students, 





Hello! I hope you all had a wonderful summer and are ready to start fresh this school year. No matter how you did last year look at this as an opportunity for a fresh start. I enjoy the quote, “every accomplishment starts with the decision to try.” I urge you to take on this semester with enthusiasm, optimism, and a thirst for learning. I became a teacher because I hoped to motivate my students to become life-long learners. Although I think science is the coolest, I’m aware that most of you will not go into science fields. I hope that you can take what you learn in my class and use that to propel you to the next level, wherever that may be.  I’m hoping to learn a little about you in your letters and thought I’d write you a letter as well so that we can gain mutual respect for each other and learn something we might not know otherwise. 

A little about me: I graduated from North Branford High School, I know your rivals here at CRHS.  I then went on to study Biology at the University of Connecticut where I also earned a minor in physiology of neurobiology. I was on the UCONN kickline dance team there and became the captain my senior year. I got my masters in secondary education at the University of New Haven. In my free time I enjoy spending time with family and friends, taking my crazy dog Nahla for walks, and traveling. I have two daughters: Lilliana who is 2 ½ and Lila who is 1 and they are the best part of my life. This summer we went to the Roger Williams Zoo, the New Jersey Shore, and spent a lot of time at the beach. 
This semester at CRHS I will be teaching UConn Oceanography, Integrated Science and Oceanography and you can usually find me in the science office on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. I very much enjoy my job as I get to work with high school students every day, bright young people with endless possibilities ahead of them. I look forward to working with each and every one of you in science class this year. 
One last quote for you: “Be kind whenever possible. It is always possible.” 

Thank you for reading. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Francis 

